
                DRAFT   Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on March 8 2017   DRAFT         
         

Present   Gemma Benoliel (GB)  Andy Climpson (AC)  Sam Gillman (SG)  Peter Lemaire (PL) 
    Penny Cooper (Clerk)                        

                 2 parishioners   
 
673      Apologies: Keith Fletcher (KF) & Roger Moore (RM).   
 
674 Declarations of interest: None. 
 
675 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  
              
676 Clerk’s report: All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if 

necessary, here or under relevant sections.  
 

677      County/District Councillors reports  
Steve Harrod (OC Councillor) sent apologies & a report. No report or apologies from Felix 
Bloomfield (SODC Councillor). Richard Pullen (SODC Councillor) sent apologies.  
 

678      Accounts & Administration  
The Clerk presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted. It was noted that, by year end, the Council will have achieved its 
objective of carrying forward an amount approximately equal to one year’s precept.   
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED all invoices to date authorised.                                                                                               Clerk                                               
RESOLVED £1,500 to be vired from next year’s village maintenance budget allocation to the play 
area.                                                                                                                                                                 Clerk 
RESOLVED to continue paying for electricity to the Pavilion by variable direct debit.  
RESOLVED to continue paying the Clerk’s salary by standing order.                                                   Clerk       
RESOLVED to purchase a basic mobile phone for council business.                                                    Clerk                                                                                                                                        

 
679 Review of procedures as listed on the Agenda, and of the Asset Register.    
 RESOLVED the recommendations made by the finance councillors were approved.                       Clerk 

RESOLVED to amend Standing Orders by adding     “If a response to a planning application 
consultation is due before the Council next meets, and at least three Councillors agree that it is not 
necessary to convene a Planning Committee, then the Clerk, having discussed the matter with at 
least three Councillors, shall respond on behalf of the Council to the LPA, such response having 
been agreed by at least three councillors.”                                                                                              Clerk  

         
680 Council & Village websites 

The village website was initiated by the council, but maintained for some years by volunteers, to 
whom the council is very grateful, on behalf of the village. EPC had paid for the domain name, and 
will continue to do so until February 2018. Small councils are required to post certain information 
on a freely-available website, and it had been agreed that a council website is needed. Having 
researched various options, and had initial discussions with several service providers, it was 
RESOLVED provided that indicative costs were confirmed, to employ a local IT company to design 
and support a council website to be used for council business, significant items of community and 
local government news and the Neighbourhood Plan.                                                                          Clerk    
 
RESOLVED to continue to advertise for a volunteer or group of volunteers to run a village website.    
                                                                                                                                                                              SG 

 



681 Planning  P17/S0173/HH  Waterside 
Extension with sloped roof and roof lights 
RESOLVED no objections.                                                                                                                             Clerk                                                                                                                 

 
682      Planning P17/S0382/HH Church Farm House 
            Removal of internal wall, and erection of a new outbuilding in the garden .  
            RESOLVED no objections.                                                                                                                              Clerk                                                                                                                               
 
683 Report from the Community Pavilion Working Group                                                                             

An article outlining progress so far, and next steps, has been submitted to the Ewelme News. The 
Group will be meeting a representative from SODC Grants, on-site 17 March. She will guide them 
through the process  of applying for a Capital Grant. The result of this application will be known in 
June.                                                                                              

 
684     Report from the Neighbourhood Planning Group    

GB reported that the group has met twice since the last council meeting and elected Geoff Watts as 
Chairman. Shirley Meyer has kindly offered to be the Secretary. 
RESOLVED write to Mr Watts expressing the council’s thanks, outlining the next steps, including 
ratification of terms of reference, and putting him in touch with the NP Officer at SODC (if 
necessary).                                                                                                                                                       Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                            
    

685 Appointment of councillors to the NP group 
 RESOLVED GB & RM will continue to represent the council, but other councillors will occasionally 

attend group meetings. 
 
686 Health & Safety  

Having noted a very worn link in a supporting chain, KF has roped-off one of the swings at the play 
area until the link is replaced. 
The PCSOs have said they will look at the parking outside the pub, but enforcement is difficult due 
to lack of signage and yellow lines.  
RESOLVED write again to the PCSOs.                                                                                                         Clerk 
 The drain into the King’s Pool opposite the Village Store is either blocked or has collapsed, causing 
flooding – to a depth of some inches - right across the road 4 & 5 March during and after rainfall.   
RESOLVED report – again – to OCC, pointing out that this has been a recurring, and reported, 
problem for some years.                                                                                                                              Clerk    
The tarmac on Burrows Hill footpath is breaking up and potentially hazardous; this is almost 
certainly due to the path being used by traffic, and, in particular, the bin lorry.      
RESOLVED seek advice from Countryside Access.                                                                                   Clerk     
 

687 Village Maintenance 
When estimating for the repairs at the play area, the contractor noted some additional potential 
problems and added them to the estimate, rather than creating a separate job specification.  
RESOLVED “both” estimates are reasonable and the work is to be authorised.                               Clerk     
The planned litter-pick could not take place as the equipment was not available; however, Biffa will 
“deep clean” the village sometime in May. 
RESOLVED to find out, if possible, the date of the “deep clean” so that parking on street can be 
discouraged.                                                                                                                                                   Clerk 
RESOLVED book the litter-picking equipment for any available weekend in September                Clerk 

 Despite reminders to the contractor, the elder at King’s Pool has not been removed. The cherry 
needs pruning. All debris to be removed. 

 RESOLVED offer the job to the contractor booked to do the hedge work at the Common, providing 
that the cost is less than £1,000.                                                                                                                Clerk 



 
                             
 

688 Reports from meetings etc 
RM attended the One Oxfordshire “consultation” meeting 13 February; his report has been 
circulated. SG is booked for OCVA course “Developing a fundraising plan” 14 March. RM has offered 
to represent EPC at the SODC Local Plan Second Preferred Options Consultation briefing session 
28 March; GB offered to act as a reserve. 
 

689 Correspondence  
All considered. Reassurance about the thatch fund was offered to Mrs Critchley, as the 
representative of the VHMC; the amount to be set aside will be reviewed annually, the intention 
being to increase it when circumstances permit.  
 

690 Other items of interest  
 There are still no offers of help with the advertising administration for the Ewelme News.  
 
             The meeting closed at 21:10 

 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
 
 
  

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 12 April 
 

Notes from Finance Meeting 15 February 2017 
 

Present Andy Climpson (AC) Keith Fletcher (KF) Roger Moore (RM) 
Penny Cooper (Clerk) 

   
1 Apologies: Sam Gillman (SG). AC took the Chair. 
 
2 Declarations of interest: AC declared an interest in item 8 
 
3 Check Finance Reports against bank statements 

The finance report as at the end of January reconciled to the latest bank statement, and AC signed 
the bank statement.  
 

4 Review expenditure against budget: 
The overspend on the play area & and general administration is more than compensated for by the 
current underspend on village maintenance, so the carry forward is likely to be a little larger than 
expected.  
However, the estimate for the essential repairs to the play area is approximately £1,200 – more 
than the budget allocation next year. It is recommended that EPC vire an amount from the 2017/18 
village maintenance allocation to make up this deficit. 
 

5 Review Financial Regulations 
It is recommended that: 
 
 “£1,000” in paragraph 11 (b), (f) & (g) be amended to “£1,500”. 



“ Each tendering firm shall be supplied with a specifically marked envelope in which the tender 
is to be sealed and remain sealed until the prescribed date for opening tenders for that contract” 
in paragraph 11 (d) be amended to “If appropriate, each tendering ……..for that contract”. 

 
6 Review Risk Management 
 All references to “Finance Committee” have been amended to “finance councillors”, and “FC  
             Chairman” to “Chairman”.       
 
7 Review Standing Orders 

It is recommended that: 
 
            “Review and adoption of appropriate standing orders and financial regulations”      

and 

 

“Review of inventory of land and assets including buildings and office equipment” 
 
be removed from Section 5 (j) (the business of the annual meeting), as it is believed the current 
review in February is more useful. 
 
All references to “£1,000” in Section 18 (financial controls and procurement) be amended to 
“£1,500”.   
 
Section 19 (handling staff matters) – none of which is compulsory - needs simplifying. Clerk to draft. 

 
8 Review Planning Committee’s Terms of Reference 
 These are considered to be satisfactory. 
 
 
9 Review Pavilion hire agreement 

(AC took no part in the discussion of hire costs) Considered to be satisfactory.                                                                                                                
 

10 Review the Asset Register 
Several items to be removed, as they are no longer in the council’s possession (telephone box) or 
have been scrapped (old laptop, old printer, external hard drive). 

 
11 Note the NJC salary scale 

Noted at EPC June 2016. 
 
                                                              

12 Ewelme News Finances 
 No recommendations to be made to EPC yet. It was agreed that much of the advertising in the  
             News is useful and it is hoped to find a volunteer to act as advertising administrator. KF offered to  
             approach one or two people who might, if asked personally, be willing to help.  
 
 
 
            The meeting closed at 21:30 
 


